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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 10-13,16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yokota et al (US 2002/0188393), hereafter referred to as Yokota. Yokota 
discloses a vehicle collision damage reduction system comprising means for detecting 
an impending collision with the vehicle 10R.10L; means for determining a collision 
danger level 12; a motor 30 for repositioning the steering wheel so as to increase the 
distance between an occupant and the steering wheel 33 during a collision and thus 
reduce the danger to the occupant; wherein the repositioning of the steering wheel 33 is 
adjustable in stages in response to the collision danger level; the system further 
comprises an occupant seating information detecting means 80 for detecting a physique 
and a seating state of an occupant before a collision, wherein the vehicle seat 
comprises plural driving portions that make up a seat adjusting mechanism 50, and 
wherein the occupant seating information detecting means 80 comprises various 
sensors such as a seat-sliding sensor 82, a reclining angle sensor 83, and a seat-face 
inclination detecting sensor 84 and detecting signals from these sensors are processed 
by an ECU to establish a position of the seat 4. Yokota goes on to disclose that 
"preferably, a vehicle collision damage reduction system further comprises occupant 
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seating information detecting means for detecting physique and a seating state of an 
occupant seated in a seat so as to output seating state information to the controlling 
means, wherein the operational amount of the collision energy absorbing means for a 
vehicle occupant is established, before a collision, on the basis of the seating state 
information obtained by the occupant seating information detecting means." Thus, 
Yokota discloses repositioning the steering wheel of the vehicle with respect to 
information obtained regarding the current position of the seat. With regard to claim 17, 
the evaluated driver activities include adjustment of the vehicle seat. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 14 and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yokota in view of Mori et al (6,959,944), hereafter referred to as Mori. Yokota discloses 
the present invention except for the repositioning of the steering wheel including 
adjusting the angle of the steering shaft as well as the system returning the steering 
wheel to its original position when the system detects that a collision has been avoided. 
Mori teaches a steering wheel device for a motor vehicle comprising steering wheel 21 , 
a steering shaft 28, a collision detection mechanism, and a displacement mechanism 30 
that adjust the angle of the steering wheel with respect to an occupant of the vehicle to 
allow for an airbag contained within the steering wheel to deploy at the most optimum 
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position for safeguarding the occupant during a collision, wherein the displacement 
mechanism 30 returns the steering wheel 21 to its original position when the collision 
detecting mechanism detects that a collision has been avoided. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the safety system of Yokota with the teaching of Mori's angular displacement 
mechanism and teaching of returning the steering wheel to its original position when a 
collision has been avoided to better position an airbag contained within the steering 
wheel in a more optimal position pre-deployment to better protect an occupant during a 
collision and to ensure that the vehicle is capable of being driven should a collision not 
occur. 

5. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yokota 
in view of Omura (5,398,185), hereafter referred to as Omura. Yokota discloses the 
present invention except for a knee protection device. Omura teaches an occupant 
protection system for a motor vehicle comprising a multitude of protection devices 
including a seat position adjustment mechanism and sensor system for detecting the 
position of the vehicle seat 3 and a knee bolster 7 that protects the knees of an 
occupant during a collision. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the protection system of Yokota with 
the teaching Omura to include a knee bolster in the system of protection devices to 
better ensure maximum protection for the occupant against damage incurred during a 
frontal collision. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy D. Wilhelm whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6980. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-6952. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Q. Nguyen/ Timothy D Wilhelm 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 

/Timothy D Wilhelm/ 
March 27, 2009 



